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to man 50 galleys of tneir own to join the expedition,
Treaty The bargain was ratified in a great public as-
bardouia. sembly of ten thousand of the Venetian citizens
before the church of St. Mark. The ambassadors threw
themselves on the pavement and wept. The grave Vene-
tians expressed their emotions by loud acclamations.
Mass was celebrated with great solemnity; the next day
the agreements were reduced to writing, and signed by
the covenanting parties. The ambassadors returned.
At Piacenza they separated, four to visit Pisa and Genoa
and implore further aid; they were coldly received by
those jealous republics. Villehardouin and Maquerau
returned to France. Villehardouin found his young
master the Count of Champagne at Troyes, dangerously
ill; the youth, in his joy at beholding his faithful servant,
mounted' his horse for the last time; he died in a few
days. Thiebault was to have been at the head of the
Crusade. The command was offered to the Duke of Bur-
gundy, to the Count of Bar le Due; the proudest nobles
declined the honour; it was accepted by the Marquis
Boniface of Montferrat. The armament suffered another
heavy loss by the death of the Count of Perche.

Between Easter and Whitsuntide in the following
crusaders year (1202) the Crusaders were in movement
assemble. jn aj} parts. But Venice was thought by some
to have driven a hard bargain; among others there ,was
some mistrust of the republic. Innocent had given but
a reluctant assent to the treaty -of Villehardouin. Bald-
win himself and his brother kept their engagement with
Venice. The Count of Flanders manned his own fleet,
himself embarked his best troops, which set sail for
Palestine round by the Straits of Gibraltar. Some went
to Marseilles. Multitudes passed onwards on the chance
of easier freight to the south of Italy. The French atid